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"My knowledge of conditions in Gdansk dates to Oct 53. 

Consumer Prices 

following is a Hat of current, prices (in zloty) for certain consuaer goods in 

sss 53> “ «- <- — •> «» s s?..- 


Items in 


Item 


Mcn # s overcoat of gabardine 

Sporting jacket (taocka) 
Trousers 

Bag (walizka) 

Slippers (leather) 

Socks (nylon) 

Socks (wool), thick 
Dr avers (cotton) 

Shirt (poplin) 

Tie (silk) 

Beret 

Scarf (wool) 

Workman’s shirt 

Overall 

Belt (leather) 


Price in Sweden 
(kronas) 

190:- 

56:- 

42:- 

40: - 
45:- 
4:50 
6:50 

25-45 
9 :- 
5:- 

T:75 

24:- 

4-12 
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Price in Poland 
(Zloty) 

2000-2500 

300-1*00 

600-700 

200 

( *X> 

30 
50 
80 
260 
60 
70 

100-180 
70-120 
250 
50 


COD- 


air 


in short 
supply 
very short 
100 per cent 
wool 


pure nylon 


unobtainable 


Tl^" or L 

origlnaUne office through the AmtoUnt Director of the Office ot CoU^S S 









!»■> 
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Pajamas 

uag 

Spirit-stove 

Razor blades ('Gerlach*) 
Shaving brush 


COIIKIEESlWIAf, 

us official; o»ly 

Price In S w eden Price I n Polan d 
~~Tfcronac) Hfzloty) ~~ 

20 lPO-lGO 

150 1200 

1 zl. apiece 
2 :- 20 
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unobtainable 


Ski boots 

‘JO 

750-1200 

Skis (only the boards) 

30 

270 

Ski harness 

20 

120 

Fat (smaJ.ec) 

3:80 

40 

Chocolate, 125 gram cake 

0 : 60 - 1 :- 

15 

Dark ale, 0.5 liter 

0:64 

2 ; 20 

Light ale, 0.5 liter 

0:64 


Porter, 0.3 liter 


3 

Fruit vine 

6-16 

13-50 

Vodka, 1 liter 

16: 10 

60 

•Colored'' vodka, 1 liter 

not available in Sweden 60-l40 

rure alcohol, 1 liter 

a pharmacy commodity 

150 in all chops 

Denaturated spirits, 1 liter 


15 

Butter, 1 kg 

6:90 

60 

Sausage 

4:50-9:- 

30-50 

Sugar 

1:25 

15 

Bread 

1 :- 

3-4 

Bun (white bread) (50 grains) 

-:11 

-.45 

Piece of cake (gateau) 

-:4o 

2,10 

Pork, 1 kg 

6:30 

20 

Oranges, 1 kg 

1 - 2.50 

120 imported chief: 

from Israel 

Lemons 

2:60-3:50 

more expensive than orange; 
and In short supply 

Apples, 1 kg 

A dinner consisting of; 
meat balls and potatoes, 

about - 

12 

one bottle of ale 

3:40 

14 xl. at the railway 
restaurant in Sxczccin 


*Ih September 1953 quantities of rotten cucumbers vere thrown away on the Polish 
coast* Trucks loaded with cucumbers vere driven to certain meadows in the coastal 
unloaded* At first the cucumbers had stood about in large barrels in the 
y&ras or the food cooperatives. Then they vere divided into two parts: those that 
vere rotten all through , vere taken away and thrown on meadows in the. country j 
others that could be used somehow, were distributed among canteens subordinated to 
ZPGG (Zarsad Protow Gdansk-Gdynia) , administration of the ports of Gdynia and Gdansk, 
e,g.,the canteens of Basen Veglovy, Kapitanat Portu, Zarzad Portu, etc. The 
rotten cucumbers distributed to the canteens vere packed in barrels. The workers 
vere I n d i gn an t and said it vas a simple thing to preserve cucuijbrirs - any housewife 
is able to do it - but for the Socialist state it vas too difficult a task, 

"About 75 per cent of all the country inns have been closed down in Poland* At 
present only a large village will have an inn. The private inns which vere allowed 
to exist in the small villages in the first years of People's Poland have, been 
liquidated and replaced by cooperatives ( spoldzielnie spoayv cov). Actually, most 
private inns were liquidated in 1947. 
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IX cooperative i An- 


no where 
I heard 
only 


to go to meet 


re closed on 
h other. 


^ " l ho ' 3 i*;iy that the fAr.'tx'.r*! 


v‘* and holidays. That; 
:ople sutipeot thet this vr :> 


th<> peasants iuivo 
on purpo se . 


j.,, ... - , - hu d to dovot« thcHiwl.vci, to their* work 

v * wt ' S « ood enou Sh for the**. (Unfortunately l don't, tor- ;iy detoils 

tfrTor 1unTo‘ IQS^ ^ “* * h ° 0rt,ie Hc<it; ’- Uranfc (^raerly Grand Hotel; in s Sopot in 
'*“ y ° T 1 ?X 3 * " he " ve coa ®»cnt,cd on this remark, a friend told me that the 

i a Jie;?sant s aon himself and had been promoted through '&vans rocjalny*.) 


zr-an vac 


Cafes 


Cafes (Culdernie) still exist in the towns. On weekdays they are usually 
~J f XCon> L, in suen as Powii/.I*. C ^a' K, 42vi\lLI 3 . fiir*«or'in . 

cn Satur; 


high prices. 


joays and cunwy; tl.i of them are full to capacity despite the extremely 


A piece| 
25 zl. 
costs 1 
marzipan! 
to spend 


•i’he peo 
officers 


Ky Szczecin, cut,. nowovcj , 


of cake v gateau) or a gone cake clu.: Vv:ry email cup of coffee costs 

'b°lS() C »l t ^, C f tOC ! ’ rC e0 ', ,d * nd th ‘‘ corfcc 12 the rcal thing. A vho.le gateau 
'p-l*) xl. and is very good - with chocolate, fruit, whipped cream end 

i.t. is possible to order one and take it home, but -who is wealthy enough 
;uch a son), on a ctke, hovevor goo.*. 


rr'' Vr ’ Xh f re 1 (office workers}, op x~unctionar ies, 

, K ™ e V"' V0 ‘ ind tne as ve LI t.v.; those numbers of the intelligentsia 

■SxS .n.Z^ b ': V f H re ‘ tained thcir >•* «>c government and ceonomi?’ 

apparatus J he old ana the new intelligent a ir 'both go to cafes. >hy do po<>r,lc go 

Ufi inTf 2 , Th n y e °i a little Chea - C •' ro,) Ul< -* eroy monotony that is ^eryfay 

life in •jo.v.nd. Besides, the cafes remind one of the good, old times. 

Despite; | everything there are still two privately-owned cafes at Jopot. One of then 

lies cloEie to th(j Baltyk cinema on tllica RokoS.sowsk.iegc . Burlier the o\mer had r> 
Large calk* u-.,, i.--.-. • ^ .. . A ' 


o-' • 11c 

compelled -to aell it to the states x.e., the cooperative , 


a3.^o kept a prLvate bakery and candy shop 

vhxch is popuL-.cly colic d the fvreet Hall «~*^*n* 

a question of time vhen this bakery will be taken over, too 


He 


Wow he has only a small-scale bakery 
'Slodka Dziurka 1 . Of course, it is only 


jts - Income of waiters 


Resta urant 

I had a good friend who was e. waiter at iievy Port in fid.- nek. 
lowing abou t life of the waiters; 


This man told me the fol— 


("> 


llie actual inconc of a waiter is at present ^summer 53/ 1,500-1, 8 (X) 
tl. monthly. His basic pay is only 700-850 2 l. but he makes much 
more by resorting to various tricks. Thus, the bill is about 20 
percent higher than it ought to be, apart from tips. If the bill 
for a dinner is 100 zl . , twenty zl . are added under various heading: 
- 120 xl. is the price of n dinner for four at a first-rate, but 
not the very best restaurant in Poland. It consists of vegetable 
soup, cucumber soup or ’zur', meat balls with potatoes and 
vegetables (e.g., carrots) and the sweet apple jam or fruit 
compote. The price also inclu des a. couple or bottles of beer. 

As a rule the customers keep calm although everybody is aware 
of the practice ;■ they consider that o waiter, too, must live. 

A more unappetizing trick is to collect the dregs from all wine • 
and vodka glasses and to serve these to customers. Another 
common practice is for the waiter to have his ovn bottle of vodka 
with him. He serves this to the customers in glasses and puts the 
money in his own pockets. To make his account tally, he writes 
out duplicate bills V7here the vodka is not mentioned. Everybody 
fmo works at a restaurant uses these tricks, but nobody bothers 
jthem because ‘they are human beings, too*. It is said Ur’ t the 
management has its own manipulations to attend to. 
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'’■t :vLl Vvening ut nt ■; ’ thvi oO-ca? led 

compulsory , : n it wt« a year ago £195 £_’/• Th< 
duality of the veat/ur* at. As o rule It Is 
xax:e entertainment is offered at the restaurant 


on-.-uiiicr foe * ha ; ."gain been made 
wount demanded depends on the 
‘ ' r - - • It is rxlrroivt doubled vhen 
he consumer iVc ( popularly 


ce -.led fejgpnfi ac ? means that the bill can. never bo less than that amount. 

i 

Variety Ihov s j 

^.•^.11 variety artists are &ubo ruinated to the Br zedaicb i or ; /two Xmprc: Artystycsnych 
-»rtos vhlch V3;j c a tab It shed a couple of years ego. Jts b e o cquri r t <: * r :* ~ro in Varsavr 
ana there are branch offices in all voivodship xpxtais. Troupe:; of artists toui * 


jr v/*. i -i. i. L> .j wu 

he country, m* accordance y it h d^rep.u^ w.» 4 rutivcd from-Artos ajid wilder $y*>ntr acts 
fet agency. As s rule these contracts last one month, when x 


the 


concluded through tbs a ^ _ v 

month xs pact, the troupes proceed to another tovo. Criticism I of bureaucracy is 
among ihe moat popular subjects treated in the progr- mmeo of such artistic troupes. 
Usually the programs are cal Led: Song, Humour .and : at ire (: r.iew humor i satyre) 

{ f eei ' however, that in the last year and a hall the proportion oi anecdotes rnd 
jokes in the program hv ... been considerably cut. i\r a rule theJe ensemble.; of 
singers and story-tellers per form in civilian clothes . They crbs.s alike ~ in 
. summer, in jp-c : y ; Larin.:- • .. r-.nd blue coats. Couples demonstrating! v rious di;nc<-:.; on 
the donee floor, *r>d d-ncing acrobats can no longer be seen cnyvhe.ee *• n .clan.;. The 
orchestra consists of four or five persons, at least one of whom is ‘a US agent vho 
observes the cu-; toners ar, veil as his colleagues. Individual menbers of the? 
orchestra are frequently trincf erred from one brnd iso another, in order to avoid too 
close xrxendshxps bcXwcn the music xans. The resul t is detrimental to the euality 
oi che mi.s ic , but thi-s c.o *?3 not bother the authorities. 

i 

Ba rber s jmd_ 0 a x rdre. s se r • ; 

There are no private barber chops or hairdressers left in Gdansk; all have been 
turned i nto cooperatives (spoLdzielnie f ryzyrskie } . Some hairdressers stil l ca.1.1 
thexr customer:-, at their hoc s; after hours to give a shave, but (this service is 
rare. The hairdresser- oopc-ratives often hove too many administrative personnel- 


0X1 


it can. happen that an estbl ishment employing 9-10 hairdressers 
r.orte time three or four offxee verier c . 


jvill have at the 


shave costs lf-lo z 1 


7 rhe estebi ishmcnts rre clean enough, as a rule. * haircut emu is nave costs l 
depending on the establishment; a certain difference still exists between the 
various e s tab .xx moments, although they have all been turned into cooperatives. * t ,.h* ve 
Without haxrcut costs about 3-5 si. A permanent wave (a hot one 1 , of course, not 
chemical, costs about 35-5O v.l. Other prices for women • s vork are not known to mo. 
o.s a rule, -bout 15 -fO per cent is added to every bill as payment for the ‘service*. 


"A razor blade costa 1 zl. The Polish blades 
vedish r^^or blades 'irr in p -eat demand.** 


are still of a very bad quality. 


end - 


fh i . 1 ;? 55M 

/ 8 1 . 1 1 55 M 


COHFIDEHTI At 
US OFFICIALS onix 


Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500400063-5 



